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A Quick Outline

• The Water Environment Federation: Forward 
Progress

• Thoughts on Access to Water
• Facts about access to water globally
• Facts about access to water in pictures

• Concluding brief remarks



FORWARD PROGRESS
CREATING IMPACT, ENHANCING PARTNERSHIPS 

& CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENTS

Mohamed Dahab
Past President



WE ARE THE WATER QUALITY PEOPLE



A COMMUNITY OF EMPOWERED 
PROFESSIONALS CREATING A HEALTHY 

GLOBAL WATER ENVIRONMENT



SUCCESS BY ASSOCIATION



• Founded in 1928 as a “not-for-profit” 
technical and educational organization 
for water professionals
 Water Environment Federation (WEF)
 Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF)

• Membership:  35,000 members in 75 
MA’s in the US and around the globe 
including the Saudi Arabia Water 
Environment Association (SAWEA).



WEF is a great Resource that Links 
water professionals in the:

• Academic community,
• Government agencies,
• Utilities – W and WW systems
• Engineering Practice, and
• Industrial sectors



Low Carbon 
Economy

Circular 
Economy

Advanced 
Material 
Sciences

Digital 
Economy

Low Carbon 

Information provided by BlueTech Research, a WEF Innovation Partner



INFRASTRUCTUREChallenge



CLIMATE CHANGEChallenge



SUSTAINABILITYChallenge



EDUCATESolution



INNOVATESolution



Critical Directions:

• Resources and Energy 
Recovery

• Multiple water reuse
• Microconstituents, residuals, 

and biosolids management



ENGAGESolution



STUDENTS & YPs



Work Force



EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR SUCCESS



Random Water Thoughts – Water Facts
• 844 Million = Number of people without access to safe water (1 

in every 7 people worldwide)
• 2.3 Billion = Number of people without access to sanitation (1 in 

every 4 people worldwide)
• 6 hours = Time spent by girls and women collecting water for 

their families
• Every 90 seconds = A child dies of water-related disease
• In addition, 1 Million = Number of people killed each year by 

water, sanitation and hygiene-related disease
• The cost = $260 billion lost globally each year because of lack 

of water and basic sanitation



Water Facts – in Pictures

In Gujarat, India



Water Facts – in Pictures

In Zimbabwe



Water Facts – in Pictures

In Mumbai, India



Water Facts – in Pictures

In Damascus, Syria



Water Facts – in Pictures

In Aleppo, Syria



Water Facts – in Pictures

In Somalia



Water Facts – in Pictures

In Saddam City, Iraq



Water Facts – in Pictures

In Pakistan



Water Facts – in Pictures

In South Sudan



Water Facts – in Pictures

Rohingya Refugees collecting rain in Myanmar



Water Facts – in Pictures

In Chennai, India



Water Facts – What we should all do?

What should we all do?

• Celebrate the blessings of water that we so reliably 
enjoy

• Always be thankful to our creator for the blessing 
and the gift of water

• Think about all other people who struggle to have 
safe and accessible water for basic living

• Think about how we can help others who so 
desperately need our help.



Title here!

Thank You for the 
Privilege of Your time




